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Boundary County School District No. 101 
 

STUDENTS 3010 
 

Open Enrollment

The Board of Trustees recognizes that some of its patrons may want to enroll their children in a school 

that is located within a district other than where their primary residence is located, therefore, this 

policy is adopted to allow all in-district and out-of-district patrons to choose among this District’s 

schools under specified conditions.  In making a decision on a student’s open enrollment application, 

the Board of Trustees shall consider the needs of the student requesting the transfer as well as the 

other students affected by the transfer. A student currently under suspension or expulsion in this 

District or another district is not eligible for open enrollment under this policy. 
 

A student’s parent/guardian must apply annually for admission to a school in our district or to another 

school within our district with the application form provided. An out-of-district open enrollment 

application is to be accompanied by the student’s cumulative record, including Individual Education 

and/or 504 Plan when applicable, and must be submitted to this district by February 1 for enrollment 

during the following school year. The notice of application must also be given to the home district. 

Students with disabilities are not treated differently from non-disabled students with respect to 

consideration for placement in the school of their choice, unless the District has made an individual 

determination that disability-related needs of a particular student with a disability cannot be 

reasonably met at the school of their choice due to appropriate consideration of teacher and staff, 

resources, program availability, hardship to the District, Declaration of Hardship and/or other factors. 
 

The superintendent, principal or designee will as part of a group of at least three persons, who are 

knowledgeable of the student, the student’s academic history, the student’s disability evaluation data, 

if any, and/or the placement options have discretion to review and accept or deny the Open Enrollment 

applications on a case-by-case basis. Students with disabilities are not treated differently, unless it 

imposes a hardship on the district as determined by a team and based on individual needs. This district 

will notify the applicant within sixty (60) days of the Open Enrollment deadline whether the request 

for open enrollment in this district, or enrollment in another school is accepted or denied. Any denial 

will include a written explanation. Information and/or details regarding such placement decisions, 

including all persons involved in making the placement decision will be documented and recorded as 

part of the District’s open enrollment record keeping. 
 

The district may deny out-of-district student enrollment for circumstances that constitute a hardship, 

or fall within the scope of any hardship declaration, if any, including, but not limited to, enlarged 

student-teacher ratios; overcapacity of any program such as special education, classes, as well as 

overcapacity of any grade level, or building, or any other factors pertaining to staffing, student-

teacher ratios, case load and/or to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the existing students and/or 

its educational processes. 

School/Maximum Student Enrollment 

Mount Hall (K-5) 180 

Naples (K-5) 180 

Valley View (K-5) 550 

Middle School (6-8) 50 

Bonners Ferry High School (9-12) 600 
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Student/Teacher Ratios per School 

Grades K-1 23:1 

Grades 2-3 25:1 

Grades 4-8 29:1 

Grades 9-12 30:1 (Excluding P.E; Band & Chorus) 

Special Education 14:1 

Combination Classes   four less students than cited in above ratios 
 

No student shall be admitted when said student is under suspension or expelled from another school 

district or for any other reason that would prevent a non-resident student from enrollment pursuant to 

Idaho Code and any student admitted or enrolled in Boundary County School District No. 101 shall 

be subject to the proscriptions, prohibitions, limitations and conditions contained and described in 

Idaho Code §33-1401, et. seq., as well as those found in any state or federal statement or district 

policy. 
 

Transportation 

Parents/guardians of a student accepted under this open enrollment policy will be responsible for 

transporting the accepted student.  If bus space is available, then students accepted under the open 

enrollment policy may be transported from an appropriate, established bus stop within the District’s 

boundaries. 
 

Varsity Sports 

It is recommended that a student who is considering submitting an open enrollment application to this 

District, and who anticipates participating in a sport governed by the Idaho High School Activities 

Association (IHSAA) review IHSAA rules prior to submitting their open enrollment application.  

Certain school transfers could lead to a student being ineligible to play at the varsity level for one 

year. 
 

Application/Approval Process 
An open enrollment application must be submitted annually for admission to a specific school. 

Applications will be accepted from January 1 to February 1 of each year for enrollment in the 

subsequent school year.   As room permits, open enrollment applications will continue to be accepted. 

The Superintendent shall establish a procedure for: 

1. The method of determining which students are chosen when classroom space is limited; 

2. Notifying parents of the action taken on the open enrollment application; 

3. The factors which may cause an open enrollment application to be denied; and 

4. The process for removing a student from a transfer school, including the grounds for removal, 

parent notification, and the appeal process. 

As long as a transfer student continues to reapply for enrollment, the Superintendent shall treat that 

student as if he or she resides in that school’s attendance area, except in the circumstances described 

below. To the extent possible, the Superintendent shall expedite the enrollment process. 

In situations where class space is limited, the Superintendent may give priority to certain students. 

Priorities may include, but are not limited to situations where a student: 

1. Resides in the District and seeks enrollment in another District school under the provisions 
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of the Every Student Succeeds Act; 

2. Was previously enrolled at the requested school during the prior year; 

3. Has a brother or sister enrolled at the requested school; 

4. Resides in the attendance area of another District school; 

5. Has parents employed by the District; or 

6. Has a unique situation or extraordinary circumstances. 

The Superintendent may deny an open enrollment request when such enrollment would negatively 

impact the efficient use of the District resources.  The Superintendent may set numerical limits 

defining hardship for schools, grade levels, or programs to provide for appropriate and efficient use 

of facilities and staff.  The student to teacher ratios shall not exceed the overloaded class/teacher limits 

outlined in the Policy 2240. 
 

Revocation of a Transfer 

Transfer students are required to comply with all District policies.  Unacceptable behaviors by a 

transfer student or false or misleading information on their open enrollment application are grounds 

for the District to remove a transfer student at any time.  If a student’s open enrollment transfer is 

revoked, the parent/guardian may request an administrative review by the Superintendent.  The Board 

may review the Superintendent’s decision. 
 

Student Rights and Responsibilities 

All student’s rights and responsibilities remain the same regardless of what school they attend within 

the District and regardless of where the student resides once accepted under the open enrollment 

policy.  If a student, who is a resident of another district, applies to this District and is accepted under 

the terms of this policy and fails to attend, they shall be ineligible to apply again for open enrollment 

in this District.  
 

Preventing or Recruiting Potential Open Enrollment Students 

The District or its employees will not take any action to prohibit or prevent application by students to 

attend school in another school district or to attend another school within the District.  In no event is 

the District, or an employee of the District to recruit students outside of their attendance area.  

Violation of this policy may involve disciplinary action up to and including dismissal. 
 

Evaluation of Policy 

Annually, the Superintendent shall report to the Board the effect of this policy.  His/Her report should 

include the number of open enrollment requests accepted or denied by each school, the reasons for 

denial, and any unanticipated results of this policy.   
 

Cross Reference: 2240 Class Size  

Legal Reference: I.C. §33-512 Governance of Schools 

 I.C. §33-1401 Definitions 

 I.C. §33-1402 Enrollment Options 

 I.C. §33-1402 Districts to Receive Pupils 

 I.C. §33-2001 Definitions 
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