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Boundary County School District No. 101 

 

INSTRUCTION 2271 
 

Attendance/Truancy Policy (High School)

90% Student Attendance 

Students in grades 9-12 must be present at least 90% of class time to receive credit for each course 

that applies toward graduation requirement. 

The Boundary County School District No. 101 Board of Trustees has stated:  “Bonners Ferry High 

School will keep accurate attendance records.  Except in extraordinary cases, as determined by the 

local board of trustees, credit will not be given to any student in a subject when the student was 

not in attendance at least 90% of the time that subject was being taught.” Absence from class for 

any reason including illness, suspension, truancy, family convenience and other unexcused 

absences shall be counted when the percentage of attendance and subsequent eligibility for credit 

is calculated.  The only exception that would allow a high school student to be absent more than 

seven (7) times from any class in any semester and still receive credit for the class would be if 

“extraordinary” circumstances exist. 

Attendance Policy 

In order to graduate from Bonners Ferry High School, a student must complete 49 credits. 

Completion of a course at Bonners Ferry High School will be defined as sixty percent (60%) 

mastery of the material and attendance to include not more than seven (7)  absences per semester.  

This attendance criteria is based on the theory that prompt and regular attendance in school is the 

beginning of dependability in adult business, personal and social life.  Furthermore, regular 

attendance is important because valuable skills gained in the classroom may or may not show up 

on tests or be reflected in an academic grade.  The general welfare of all students is best served by 

regular attendance. 

1. A student will be allowed seven (7) absences per class, per semester.  Any absence beyond 

that number may mean a loss of credit in those subjects missed.   

2. Athletic Issues.  Student athletes should be in attendance for the entire school day of the 

activity, practice or game.  In the event that a student arrives late for any of his/her classes, 

he/she may not be allowed to participate in practice or games that day.  Administrative 

discretion may be used when situations warrant.  As situations warrant, students may be 

allowed to watch tournaments as a non-participant.  Administrative discretion may be used 

in this situation. 

3. The only absences that WILL NOT be used in calculating the attendance record are: 

a. Those that occur due to school-sponsored activities, since these are considered an 

equivalent educational experience.  These exemptions will apply to students 

participants in sports events, cheerleading, music related events, FFA trips, and 

others deemed co-curricular.  Students will be allowed 3 college day visits.  Upon 

return from the visit, the student will provide an official letter/note from college 

admissions to verify the visit. 
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b. Bereavement in the immediate family (grandmother, grandfather, father, mother, 

sister, brother).  Any extended bereavement may be reviewed by the Attendance 

Board. 

c. Subpoenas to appear in court-ordered, out-of-district placements for special 

services; and 

d. Illness or hospitalization verified by a doctor’s statement. 

e. Medical or dental appointments that are supported by a doctor/dentist note within 

2 days of return to school.  

f. Students will be allowed to verify an absence as excused within 2 school days upon 

return to school. 

4. Absences which will be counted in the seven (7) day limit will include such areas as:  

family trips, work days, vacations, visiting friends or relatives, suspension in and out of 

school, hair or photography appointments, skiing, hunting, court appearance, attending 

concerts, shopping, or any others not mentioned which are unacceptable to the Attendance 

Board. 

5. After three (3) absences from school/class, a letter will be sent to the student’s home 

indicating the school policy and the number of days missed. 

6. After six (6) absences, another letter will be sent, indicating the severity of the situation 

and explaining in detail the alternatives for non-compliance. 

7. After going over the seventh (7th) absence, the student may have credit withheld.  The 

student, with parental accompaniment, may appear before the Attendance Board, 

consisting of the high school principal or the designee, the guidance counselor, those 

teachers whose classes the student has exceeded the allowable number of absences and 

other members as deemed appropriate (i.e., teacher/mentor advocate). 

8. This Board will review the absences report to determine if the student will have credit 

withheld, which will occur unless extenuating circumstances surface. 

9. The Attendance Board can, after hearing a student’s/parent’s appeal for retainment of 

credit, deny credit or put certain stipulations on a student whose credit will be dependent 

upon an agreement reached with the student and parents concerning attendance for the rest 

of the semester. 

10. Any decision to withhold credit can be appealed to the Superintendent and/or to the Board.  

If the appeal is rejected, one can assume the Board feels the absence could have been 

avoided. 

11. If the appeal is not granted, the student will remain in that particular class period for the 

remainder of the semester.  If disciplinary problems occur in that subject, the student will 

be suspended from school and/or receive a shortened schedule with failing grades (F). 

12. If the appeal is granted, the student will return to class with the Attendance Board’s 

stipulations.  If the stipulations are violated, a loss of credit will result. 

13. The Attendance Board may also decide to make decisions regarding the student’s 

participation in extracurricular activities. 
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Truancy 

The absence of a student from class or any portion of a class for any reason other than illness, 

emergency, or activities which have prior approval of the administration is to be considered an 

unexcused absence and therefore, an act of truancy. When a student is absent for any reason except 

for a school-sponsored or an administration-approved advance excuse, an adequate acceptable 

excuse must be provided within two (2) school days following return to school; otherwise, the 

absence is classified as unexcused. Parents, guardians, doctors or other responsible persons should 

provide excuses for all students except married students or those of age 18 with a current signed 

parent consent form on file, who may speak for themselves. An advance excuse for trips, work, 

hunting, etc. may be provided to students who are passing. An advance excuse must be approved 

prior to the absence by the principal and must include adequate provision to make up class work. 

Students with poor academic standing or who have been truant in the current or preceding semester 

are ineligible for advance excuses. An advance excuse requires the prior approval of each of the 

student's teachers and the principal.  

Section 33-206 Idaho Code states: 

Habitual truant defined:  An habitual truant is any pupil who, in the judgment of 

the Board of Trustees, repeatedly has violated the attendance regulations 

established by the Board; or any child whose parents or guardians, or any of them, 

have failed or refused to cause such child to be instructed as provided in Section 

33-202, Idaho Code. 

Administrative Review of Absences 

Every effort shall be made to inform BFHS students and their parents/guardians about the 90% 

attendance policy.  During each semester, a review of absences will be made to determine whether 

or not credit will be given if course requirements are met.  The review of absences will be done by 

the principal or administrative assistant.  If it is determined that credit will be withheld, the 

parent/guardian will receive a written notification stating which class(es) credit will be withheld 

and the reason for such action.  If the decision of the administrative review is unacceptable to the 

student, he/she may appeal the decision within ten (10) days and appear before the administration 

alone or with a parent/guardian to state reasons credit should be granted.  If the decision of the 

administrative review board is still unacceptable to the student, he/she may appear before the 

Board of Trustees, alone or with parent/guardian/legal counsel to appeal the decision.  The 

parent/guardian will receive written notification of this meeting.  Pre-arranged absences must be 

arranged a minimum of five (5) days in advance with school administration to be considered 

excused. 
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