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Boundary County School District No. 101 

 

INSTRUCTION 2500 

 

Library Materials Selection

Philosophy Statement 1 

The School Board of Boundary County School District #101 hereby declares the policy of the district is 2 

to provide a library collection that meets the needs of the various curricular areas and provide for the 3 

diverse learning skills of students representing all types of ability.  Materials should also include those 4 

that inspire and meet the need of the independent interests and research needs of students.  Therefore, the 5 

library media collection will be rich in breadth and depth in the covered subjects, the types of material 6 

included, and the forms of expression represented. 7 

Collection Responsibility 8 

The ultimate responsibility for selection of all Library Media Center print and non-print materials rests 9 

with the district Superintendent.  The School Board of Boundary County School District #101 is the final 10 

authority for acquisition or disposal of materials for the library. 11 

The Library Media Specialist, under the direct supervision of each school Administration, suggests 12 

materials to be purchased based on curriculum need as well as student and faculty requests. 13 

The selection of print and non-print materials is based on the principles expressed by the American 14 

Association of School Librarianst in the attached School Library Bill of Rights and operates within the 15 

selection policy framework. 16 

While grateful for all gifts and donations, the District reserves the right to dispose of items gift or 17 

donated to the library as it wishes.  For gifts of books and other material the Library Media Specialist 18 

shall review the gifted or donated item(s) and will recommend to the Board of trustees materials to be 19 

add to the library collection, to sell the gifted or donated item(s), or to dispose of the gifted or donated 20 

item(s) in any other manner. 21 

Responsibility for Selection of Materials 22 

A. Each school is legally responsible for all matters relating to the Library Media operation of 23 

School District #101. 24 

B. The Board, acting through the Superintendent, thereby delegates authority for the selection of 25 

library materials to the Principal in each of the schools.  The Principals further delegate that 26 

authority to the Media Specialists in each of the schools.  For the purpose of this policy the term 27 

“library media” includes printed and audiovisual materials (not equipment), whether considered 28 

text materials or media center materials (media). 29 

C. While selection of library media involves many people (principals, teachers, students, 30 

community members, and media specialists), the responsibility for coordination of the selection 31 

of most instructional materials and the making recommendation for purchase rests with the 32 

library media specialist. 33 

D. The selection of print and non-print materials for the Boundary County School District is based 34 

on the principles expressed in the attached School Library Bill of Rights, The Freedom to Read 35 
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Statement, and the Freedom to View Statement, and will follow the accreditation standards and 36 

procedures set forth by the Idaho State Board of Education.  37 

Selection Criteria 38 

Library Media Center materials will be carefully evaluated based on the following selection standards 39 

and guidelines.  In most instances, the selected materials should meet a significant number of criteria 40 

listed below, although a single resource need not meet all of the criteria in order to be selected.  Materials 41 

will be selected for their strengths rather than rejected for their weaknesses. 42 

Guiding Principle:  Materials shall be consistent with and provide both support and enrichment for the 43 

district’s general educational goals, its selected program goals, and the objectives of specific courses. 44 

Consideration 1:  Materials shall meet high standards of quality in content and format. 45 

Consideration 2:  Materials shall be appropriate for the ability levels and the emotional and social 46 

development of the students for whom the materials are selected. 47 

Consideration 3:  Materials shall promote growth in factual knowledge and critical thinking. 48 

Consideration 4:  Materials shall stimulate growth in the areas of literacy appreciation, social and 49 

aesthetic values, and ethical standards. 50 

Consideration 5:  Materials shall represent various points of view even when those opinions represented 51 

are controversial.  The inclusion of controversial materials does not imply endorsement of the ideas by 52 

Boundary County School personnel. 53 

Consideration 6:  Materials shall represent the contributions of all peoples regardless of age, sex, 54 

religion, social orientation, or ethnic or cultural origin.55 

Request for Reconsideration of Instructional and Library Media Center 

Materials 

The staff of Boundary County School District makes every effort to select high quality, 1 

appropriate learning materials that are not objectionable to the general public.  If an objection is 2 

raised, the complainant is encouraged to discuss the concern with the building principal, the 3 

classroom teacher, and/or the library media specialist in the school where the item is being used 4 

prior to pursuing a formal complaint. 5 

Should a citizen of the school district or parent/guardian of a student attending the school wish to 6 

make a formal protest regarding specific material used in the school system, the form for 7 

requesting consideration of instructional materials must be used.  These forms are available in 8 

the school offices and in the Library Media Center. 9 

Learning materials, for the purpose of this policy, shall be considered to be any material used in 10 

classroom instruction, library materials, or any materials to which a teacher might refer a student 11 

as part of the course of instruction. 12 

A request to remove learning materials from the school or to limit its use will be acted upon by a 13 

Reconsideration Committee.  The committee will be appointed as described in the procedure for 14 

Request for Reconsideration of Instructional and/or Library Media Center Materials which 15 

follows. 16 



 2500-3 

Requests for Reconsideration 17 

A. Request for Informal Consideration 18 

 19 

The school receiving a complaint regarding a learning resource shall try to resolve the issue 20 

informally. The questioned materials shall remain in use unless removed through the 21 

Reconsideration Procedure, and the individual making the request for reconsideration may 22 

withdraw the request at any time during the review process. 23 

1. The principal or other appropriate staff shall explain the school’s selection procedure, 24 

criteria for materials selection. 25 

2. The principal or other appropriate staff shall explain the particular place the 26 

questioned resource occupies in the education program, its intended educational 27 

usefulness, and additional information regarding its use, or refer the party to someone 28 

who can identify and explain the use of the resource. 29 

3. If the questioner wishes to pursue further the Request for Reconsideration, the 30 

building principal will convene the Reconsideration Committee upon receipt of a 31 

completed Request for Reconsideration form.  32 

B. Request for Formal Reconsideration 33 

1. Each school will keep on hand and make available Requests for Reconsideration of 34 

Library Media forms. All formal objections to learning resources must be made on 35 

these forms. 36 

2. The Requests for Reconsideration Library Media must be signed by the questioner 37 

and filed with the building principal. 38 

3. The superintendent shall be informed of receipt of the formal complaint. 39 

4. The Request for Reconsideration shall be referred to a Reconsideration Committee for 40 

reevaluation of the material. 41 

C. The Reconsideration Committee 42 

1. Upon receipt of a request for formal consideration of Library Media resources, the 43 

principal shall: 44 

a. Convene the Reconsideration Committee which may include the following 45 

members as appropriate: 46 

i. one member of the district staff, chosen by the principal 47 

ii. one member of the school certified staff, chosen by the principal 48 

iii. one certified Library Media Specialist 49 

iv. one community member, chosen by the Reconsideration Committee  50 

chair or principal. 51 

v. one Library Media Specialist 52 

vi. one school board member 53 
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b. Name a chair of the Reconsideration Committee (other than the Library Media 54 

Specialist) 55 

c. Arrange for a Reconsideration Committee meeting within five (5) working 56 

days after the complaint is received. 57 

2. The Reconsideration Committee may choose to consult district support staff and/or 58 

community persons with related professional knowledge. 59 

3. The Reconsideration Committee shall review the challenged resource and judge 60 

whether it conforms to the principles of selection outlined in the Boundary County 61 

School District selection policy. 62 

D. Resolution 63 

1. The Reconsideration Committee shall, within fourteen (14) calendar days of 64 

convening the committee: 65 

a. Examine the challenged resource in its entirety. 66 

b. Weigh values and faults and form opinions based on the material as a 67 

whole rather than on passages or sections taken out of context. 68 

c. Discuss the challenged item with the individual questioner when 69 

appropriate. 70 

d. Determine professional acceptance by reading critical reviews of the 71 

resource. 72 

e. Make a recommendation based on majority vote. 73 

f. Committee Chair will prepare a written report. 74 

2. The committee chair will present the written report to the building principal prior to 75 

presentation to the individual questioner 76 

3. The school principal shall retain the written report, with copies forwarded to the 77 

superintendent.  78 

4. After following the procedure outlined in this policy, the questioner shall have a right 79 

to appeal, in writing within five (5) working days, any decision of the Reconsideration 80 

Committee to the superintendent for his determination. 81 

5. After following the procedure outlined in the policy, the questioner shall have the 82 

right to appeal, in writing to the School Board within five (5) working days, any 83 

decision of the superintendent. The appeal will be submitted to the board as an 84 

information item at the next regularly scheduled board meeting.  Subsequent to 85 

reviewing the request, any board member(s) may place the matter on the next meeting 86 

agenda as an action item, at which time the matter will be discussed and a decision 87 

given to the complainant.  88 

89 
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E. Guiding Principles 90 

1. Any resident of the Boundary County School District may raise an objection to 91 

Instructional and Library Media Center resources used in the school’s educational 92 

program.  93 

2. The teaching staff, and any others delegated the responsibility for selection of 94 

instructional materials, shall use the principles for selection as adopted through 95 

School Board policy. 96 

3. No parent/guardian has the right to determine reading, viewing, or listening material 97 

for students other than his/her own children. 98 

4. When instructional and Library Media Center resources are challenged, Boundary 99 

County School District will defend the principles of freedom to read, listen, and view.  100 

5. Access to challenged materials shall not be restricted during the reconsideration 101 

process. 102 

6. The major criterion for the final decision is the appropriateness of the material for its 103 

intended educational use as described by the Selection Criteria. 104 

7. A decision to sustain a challenge shall not necessarily be interpreted as a judgment of 105 

irresponsibility on the part of the professionals involved in the original selection 106 

and/or use of the material if that professional has diligently followed School Board 107 

approved procedures. 108 

8. The individual making the request for reconsideration may withdraw the request at 109 

any time during the reconsideration process. 110 

9. Questioned material(s) shall remain in use unless removed through the 111 

reconsideration process. 112 

   

Cross Reference: 2540 Learning Materials Review 

 4120 Uniform Grievance Procedure 

 

Legal Reference: I.C. § 33-512 Governance of schools 

  I.C. § 33-506 Real and Personal Property – Acquisition, Use or Disposal 

of the Same.  

Policy History: 

Adopted on: January 10, 2005 

Revised on: 
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Library Bill of Rights 

 
The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, 

and that the following basic policies should guide their services. 

 

Books and other resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of 

all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the 

origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation. 

 

Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and 

historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal 

disapproval. 

 

Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide 

information and enlightenment. 

 

Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment of 

free expression and free access to ideas. 

 

A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, 

background, or views. 

 

Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve should 

make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of 

individuals or groups requesting their use. 

 

 

 
Adopted June 18, 1948 

Amended February 2, 1961, and January 23, 1980 

Inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996 

by the ALA Council. 


